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to possible management measures that
may mitigate adverse fishing impacts.

To provide additional opportunity for
public comment on the issues to be
considered in the SEIS, the Council
intends to conduct public scoping
meetings. Under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
regulations issued by the Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ) for
implementing the procedural provisions
of NEPA (40 CFR parts 1500–1508),
scoping is an early and open process for
determining the scope of issues to be
addressed by an environmental impact
statement and for identifying the
significant issues related to the
proposed action. The Council will
provide advance notification of the
dates, times, and places of any
scheduled public scoping meetings
through publication of an appropriate
notice in the Federal Register as well as
through mailings and newspaper
notices. Such notifications will also
indicate the availability of any scoping
documents before or at the meetings.

Once the Council completes the draft
SEIS, it will submit the document to
NMFS for filing with the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA). EPA will then
publish in the Federal Register a notice
of availability of the draft SEIS for
public comment during a 45-day period.
The Council intends to conduct public
hearings on the draft SEIS and will
announce pertinent information about
these hearings through notice in the
Federal Register. The public review
procedures for the draft SEIS will be
pursuant to the CEQ regulations (see
earlier reference) and to NOAA’s
Administrative Order 216-6 regarding
the agency’s implementation of NEPA.

Copies of the EFH Generic
Amendment may be obtained by
contacting the Council (see ADDRESSES
above).

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: March 12, 2001.

Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–6640 Filed 3–16–01; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[I.D. 022701D]

Taking and Importing Marine
Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to Rocket Launches

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of proposed modification
and annual renewal of a letter of
authorization; request for comments.

SUMMARY: On February 5, 2001, the 30th

Space Wing, U.S. Air Force, requested a
modification to their Letter of
Authorization (LOA) issued on May 31,
2000. The letter requests modifications
to the launch schedule and revisions to
the LOA’s current monitoring
requirements. Under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS
is requesting comments on its proposal
to amend the LOA issued to the 30th

Space Wing in order to make
modifications to the launch schedule
and to authorize changes to current
monitoring requirements at Vandenberg
Air Force Base (VAFB) and on the
Northern Channel Islands. In addition,
the 30th Space Wing requests renewal of
their annual LOA for the year 2001-
2002. The U.S. Air Force has not
requested, and NMFS does not propose,
to increase the number of annual
launches from Vandenberg that are
authorized to take marine mammals
under the new LOA.
DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than April 18, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Comments on the
application should be addressed to
Donna Wieting, Chief, Marine Mammal
Conservation Division, Office of
Protected Resources, NMFS, 1315 East-
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD
20910-3225. A copy of the request for
modification, the LOA and the
supporting documentation, including a
list of references cited in this notice, are
available for review during regular
business hours in the following offices:
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Silver Spring,
MD 20910, and the Southwest Region,
NMFS, 501 West Ocean Boulevard,
Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 90802.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Simona P. Roberts, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 713–2322, ext.
106 or Christina Fahy, NMFS, (562)
980–4023.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
101(a)(5)(A) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C.
1361 et seq.) directs NMFS to allow, on
request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and regulations are issued.
Under the MMPA, the term ‘‘taking’’
means to harass, hunt, capture, or kill or
to attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or
kill marine mammals.

Permission may be granted for periods
up to 5 years if NMFS finds, after
notification and opportunity for public
comment, that the taking will have a
negligible impact on the species or
stock(s) of marine mammals and will
not have an unmitigable adverse impact
on the availability of the species or
stock(s) for subsistence uses. In
addition, NMFS must prescribe
regulations that include permissible
methods of taking and other means
effecting the least practicable adverse
impact on the species and its habitat
and on the availability of the species for
subsistence uses, paying particular
attention to rookeries, mating grounds,
and areas of similar significance. The
regulations must include requirements
pertaining to the monitoring and
reporting of such taking. Regulations
governing the taking of seals and sea
lions incidental to missile and rocket
launches, aircraft flight test operations,
and helicopter operations at Vandenberg
were published on March 1, 1999 (64 FR
9930), and remain in effect until
December 31, 2003.

In accordance with the MMPA, as
amended, and implementing
regulations, a 1-year LOA to take small
numbers of seals and sea lions was
issued on May 31, 2000, to the 30th

Space Wing (65 FR 37361). On February
5, 2001, the 30th Space Wing requested
that NMFS revise the rocket launch
schedule, rocket launch location, and
monitoring requirements in the current
LOA to reflect the results of on-going
scientific research and monitoring
requirements designed to assess the
potential cumulative effects on the haul-
out behavior, population dynamics, and
hearing abilities of pinnipeds from
space vehicle launches at Vandenberg
Air Force Base (VAFB). This research
has found that there have been no long-
term adverse effects on the behavior or
hearing of harbor seals at VAFB from
space vehicle launches. In addition to
these revisions, the 30th Space Wing
has requested a 1-year renewal of the
current LOA that expires on May 31,
2001.
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Requested Modifications to Specified
Activities

The number of rocket launches of
each type of launch vehicle (Titan II,
Titan IV, Lockheed-Martin, Delta II,
Taurus, Atlas, and Minotaur) varies
from year to year and space launches
originate from both North and South
Vandenberg. The 30th Space Wing
requests a change in the current
authorization to reflect the variable
nature of the launch vehicle type by
eliminating the number of launches per
individual rocket program. The
authorization will remain for no more
than 20 rocket launches per year. They
also request eliminating ‘‘South’’ to
clarify that space launches occur from
both North and South Vandenberg.
Three years of monitoring have shown
that this variable rocket launch schedule
and launch location have not affected
harbor seal distribution or behavior at
VAFB.

Because the elimination of the
number of launches per individual
rocket program will not result in an
increase in the number of launches
authorized to take pinnipeds under the
LOA, NMFS does not expect additional
cumulative impacts to occur and,
therefore, NMFS has preliminarily
determined that the takes will remain
small and not have more than a
negligible impact on seals and sea lions
at Vandenberg.

Requested Modifications to Monitoring
Requirements

During the last 3 years, the 30th Space
Wing, U.S. Air Force has undertaken a
scientific research project (NMFS,
Scientific Research Permit No. 859-
1373) to assess potential cumulative
effects on the haul out behavior,
population dynamics, and hearing
abilities of pinnipeds from space vehicle
launches at VAFB. The most common
species of pinniped utilizing the
Vandenberg coastline is the harbor seal,
Phoca vitulina; therefore, the focus of
much of this research has been on this
one species. Findings of this scientific
research and the monitoring required
under the LOA have shown that there
have been no long-term adverse effects
on the behavior of harbor seals at VAFB,
including no changes in haul out
patterns and no permanent or temporary
threshold shifts (Thorson et al, 2000).
Given these findings, the 30th Space
Wing has requested four modifications
to the current LOA monitoring
requirements, three of which can be
accommodated in this LOA
modification.

The fourth requested change is
inconsistent with the 5-year

programmatic permit and its
implementing regulations (64 FR 9930).
Due to this discrepancy, NMFS has
determined that the fourth request will
require modification to the current
regulations governing space vehicle and
test flight activities (50 CFR 216.120-
128) before modification of the LOA can
be considered.

First, the 30th Space Wing requests an
increase in the observation period prior
to launches from 48 hours before any
planned launch time to 72 hours before
any planned launch time. This change
would make the current LOA consistent
with monitoring requirements contained
in the 5-year programmatic permit (64
FR 9930).

Second, the 30th Space Wing requests
an expansion of the current post-
monitoring requirement for any Titan II
and Titan IV launches during pinniped
pupping seasons, to include all
government and commercial space
launch vehicles. This requirement states
that there must be a minimum of 4
censuses over a 2-week period following
launches.

Third, the 30th Space Wing requests to
change the criteria for monitoring
pinnipeds on the Northern Channel
Islands from when sonic booms are
predicted to be ‘‘focused’’ or greater
than 2 pounds per square foot (psf) to
criteria for monitoring pinnipeds on the
Northern Channel Islands when
predicted sonic booms are greater than
1 psf. This change will eliminate the
‘‘focused’’ sonic boom criteria. The 30th

Space Wing notes that there is very little
biological difference between the
‘‘focused’’ and the carpet or normal
sonic booms. Although the focused
sonic booms have the potential to be
five to eight times greater than normal
sonic booms, the biological significance
of the sound is not determined by the
type of sonic boom but the amplitude of
the sonic boom. Based on data collected
in 1999, the sonic boom from an Athena
2 rocket launch reached a sound
monitoring site on San Miguel Island 4
minutes after lift-off and had an A-
weighted sound exposure level (ASEL)
of 68.3 dB (re 20 µPa-seconds) and a
maximum amplitude of 0.96 psf
(Thorson et al, 1999). At these levels,
behavioral reactions from pinnipeds on
San Miguel Island ranged from the slow
and calm movement of California sea
lions into the water to a heads-up
response in 10 percent of the observed
northern elephant seals (Thorson et al,
1999). Based on this information, the
30th Space Wing requests that
monitoring and assessment of impacts at
haul out sites in the Northern Channel
Islands be conducted when sonic booms
are predicted to be greater than 1 psf,

regardless of whether or not they are
‘‘focused’’ or normal booms.

Fourth, the 30th Space Wing requests
a modification to conduct observations
on harbor seal and other pinniped
activity at the nearest occupied haul
out(s) in the vicinity of the appropriate
launch platform only during the harbor
seal pupping season (March-June). The
LOA currently requires that
observations be conducted at the nearest
occupied haul out(s) during any launch.
This revision is proposed based on data
collected from 1997-2000 showing that
the harbor seal population at VAFB has
been increasing annually (adults at 9.4
percent per year and pups at 13.1
percent per year). Radio-telemetry has
also shown that long-term haul out
behavior at VAFB is identical to seal
haul out patterns in areas not exposed
to launch noise. In addition, hearing
acuity measurements made prior to and
following Titan IV launches have shown
no detectable changes. Only short-term
responses to launches by the harbor
seals, demonstrated by their entrance
into the water for 2-30 minutes, have
been observed (Thorson et al, 2000).

On February 21, 2001, NMFS notified
the 30th Space Wing that the fourth LOA
modification request cannot be
accommodated at this time because it is
inconsistent with the 5-year
programmatic permit and its
implementing regulations (64 FR 9930).
These regulations, effective from March
1, 1999, through December 31, 2003,
contain specific monitoring and
reporting requirements for all space
vehicle and test flight activities on
VAFB and the waters off southern
California. One of the monitoring
requirements in this regulation is that
observations must be initiated before
and after any planned launch at
locations nearest the launch platform
where pinnipeds are present (50 CFR
216.125(a)(1)). Therefore, limiting
observations to only the harbor seal
pupping season at VAFB, as the
February 5, 2001, letter requests, would
be less restrictive than these general
regulations. Due to this discrepancy, a
request for a change in the regulations
needs to be made before this requested
modification to the LOA can be
considered.

Renewal of Annual LOA
As of May 31, 2001 the 30th Space

Wing’s annual LOA will expire. In
recognition of the timely receipt and
acceptance of the reports required under
50 CFR 216.125(d) and a determination
that the mitigation measures required
pursuant to 50 CFR 216.124 and the
LOA have been undertaken, NMFS
proposes renewal of the LOA for 1 year.
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Information Solicited

NMFS requests interested persons to
submit comments and information
concerning this request (see ADDRESSES).
Issuance of a modified LOA will be
based on a finding that the total takings
will have no more than a negligible
impact on the seal and sea lion
populations off the Vandenberg coast
and on the Northern Channel Islands.

Dated: March 12, 2001.
Wanda L. Cain,
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 01–6747 Filed 3–16–01; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) and its
advisory entities will hold public
meetings.

DATES: The Council and its advisory
entities will meet April 1 through April
6, 2001. The Council meeting will begin
on Tuesday, April 3, at 8 a.m.,
reconvening each day through Friday.
All meetings are open to the public,
except a closed session will be held
from 8 a.m. until 8:30 a.m. on Tuesday,
April 3 to address litigation and
personnel matters. The Council will
meet as late as necessary each day to
complete its scheduled business.
ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Red Lion’s Sacramento Inn, 1401
Arden Way, Sacramento, CA 95815;
telephone: 916-922-8041.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 2130 SW Fifth
Avenue, Suite 224, Portland, OR 97201.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Donald O. McIsaac, Executive Director,
Pacific Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (503) 326–6352.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
following items are on the Council
agenda, but not necessarily in this order:

A. Call to Order

1. Opening Remarks, Introductions,
2. Roll Call

3. Executive Director’s Report
4. Approve Agenda
5. Approve November Meeting

Minutes

B. Salmon Management
1. Report on Federal Regulation

Implementation
2. Identification of Stocks Not

Meeting Escapement Goals for Three
Consecutive Years

3. Methodology Reviews for 2001
4. Tentative Adoption of 2001 Ocean

Salmon Management Measures for
Analysis

5. Clarify Council Direction on 2001
Management Measures

6. Final Action on 2001 Measures
7. Clarification of Final Action on

2001 Measures

C. Groundfish Management
1. Status of NMFS Regulatory and

Other Nonregulatory Activities
2. Exempted Fishing Permit

Applications
3. Groundfish Strategic Plan

Implementation
4. Future Groundfish Management

Process and Schedule
5. Status of Fisheries and

Consideration of Inseason Adjustments
6. Discard Adjustment for Bocaccio

and Lingcod
7. Rebuilding Plan Status Report
8. Observer Program
9. Bycatch Full Retention Options
10. Reconsideration of 1997

Huntington Flats Decision

D. Habitat Issues
Council Letters of Comment on

External EFH Issues

E. Coastal Pelagic Species Management
1. Status of NMFS Regulatory and

Nonregulatory Activities
2. Review Capacity Goal and Related

Issues
3. Update on Squid MSY

Methodologies Workshop

F. Marine Reserves
Channel Island National Marine

Sanctuary Program (CINMSP)

G. Pacific Halibut Management
Proposed 2001 Incidental Catch

Regulations for the Troll Salmon
Fishery and Sablefish Longline Fishery
North of Point Chehalis

H. Administrative and Other Matters
1. Appointments to Council Advisory

Bodies or Ad-Hoc Positions
2. Council Staff Workload Priorities
3. June 2001 Council Meeting Agenda

SCHEDULE OF ANCILLARY
MEETINGS

SUNDAY, APRIL 1, 2001

SCHEDULE OF ANCILLARY
MEETINGS—Continued

Groundfish Management
Team

2:30 p.m.

Klamath Fishery Manage-
ment

3 p.m.

MONDAY, APRIL 2, 2001
Council Secretariate 7 a.m.
Salmon Advisory Subpanel 8 a.m.
Scientific and Statistical

Committee
8 a.m.

Salmon Technical Team 8 a.m.
Habitat Steering Group 9 a.m.
Budget Committee 9 a.m.
Groundfish Advisory

Subpanel
9:30 a.m.

Groundfish Management
Team

As necessary

Klamath Fishery Manage-
ment

As necessary

Tribal Policy Meetings As necessary
Tribal and Washington As necessary
TUESDAY, APRIL 3, 2001
Council Secretariate 7 a.m.
California State Delegation 7 a.m.
Oregon State Delegation 7 a.m.
Washington State Delegation 7 a.m.
Groundfish Advisory

Subpanel
8 a.m.

Scientific and Statistical
Committee

8 a.m.

Groundfish Management
Team

As necessary

Klamath Fishery Manage-
ment Council

As necessary

Salmon Advisory Subpanel As necessary
Salmon Technical Team As necessary
Tribal Policy Meetings As necessary
Tribal and Washington As necessary
Enforcement Consultants 5:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4,

2001
Council Secretariate 7 a.m.
California State Delegation 7 a.m.
Oregon State Delegation 7 a.m.
Washington State Delegation 7 a.m.
Groundfish Advisory

Subpanel
As necessary

Groundfish Management
Team

As necessary

Klamath Fishery Manage-
ment

As necessary

Salmon Advisory Subpanel As necessary
Salmon Technical Team As necessary
Tribal Policy Meetings As necessary
Tribal and Washington As necessary
Enforcement Consultants As necessary
THURSDAY, APRIL 5, 2001
Council Secretariate 7 a.m.
California State Delegation 7 a.m.
Oregon State Delegation 7 a.m.
Washington State Delegation 7 a.m.
Groundfish Management

Team
As necessary

Klamath Fishery Manage-
ment

As necessary

Salmon Advisory Subpanel As necessary
Salmon Technical Team As necessary
Tribal Policy Meetings As necessary
Tribal and Washington As necessary
Enforcement Consultants As necessary
FRIDAY, APRIL 6, 2001
Council Secretariate 7 a.m.
California State Delegation 7 a.m.
Oregon State Delegation 7 a.m.
Washington State Delegation 7 a.m.
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